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Burghfield Dance Festival 

Students from the Lynden School of Dance and 

the Dance Academy achieved some notable 

successes at the Burghfield Dance Festival held 

over two weekends of 20th and 27th June.  A total 

of 21 first places were recorded 

 

Impressing the judges were Katie McGregor-Moore 

and Hannah Phillips with their top tap duet scoring 

the highest marks.  Also with top places were 

Rosie Clark, Abby Elliott, Molly Glendon, Bethany 

Honnor, Amy Hyde, Tilly Long, Ellie McCann, 

Rachel Thompson, Zoe Bromilow, Charlotte 

Gerrish, Alex Hartley, Katie McGregor-Moore, 

Hannah Phillips, Paige Sankey and Mia Wyles.  The 

full list of results is available on our web site. 

 

 
Katie McGregor- Moore 

Awarded most promising dancer 

 

All of our dancers should be commended for their 

professionalism, sportsmanship and excellent 

behaviour throughout the competition; they were, 

without exception, a credit to the school. 

 

There were of course a few ‘mistakes’ and ‘forgets’ 

but it was noticeable that all of our dancers who 

found themselves in that situation covered well 

and continued with their routine to the end 

without any of the ‘drama’ or tantrums that was 

occasionally displayed by a few of their 

competitors.  

 

The Burghfield Festival organisers have requested 

that every performer should have their own 

routine and individual music for the competition in 

November which, with the long summer holidays 

interrupting the lessons, is proving to be 

somewhat of a challenge!  We will endeavour to 

give as many students as possible individual 

routines but due to the time restraints, there is a 

chance that some dancers may not be able to 

compete on this occasion.  However, with the 

medal tests, the London shows and Danceforce 

2011 there will be plenty of other opportunities for 

all of our dancers to perform in the very near 

future. 

 

To ensure that all routines are up to the required 

standard, I cannot stress enough the importance 

of consistent practice.  Please use the practice 

time available at The Sports Centre and The 

Fieldgate Centre regularly, and please, remember 

to practice your routines perfectly.  Aim to 

improve and perfect your moves every time.  

Don’t be sloppy or lazy when you practise; if you 

are, you will only get even better at being sloppy 

and lazy!  Being a really good dancer takes hours 

of hard work and dedication, a quick two minute 

mark through will never suffice! 

 

Flexibility will, without doubt, always improve a 

dancer’s performance – so if you want to improve, 

remember to continually work hard on your 

flexibility too! 
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Exams 

The exam results for the sessions taken on 16th 

and 23rd July are now in. On the whole the results 

are very good and we have once again achieved 

very high centre scores and 100% pass rate for 

both.  Special congratulations go to the following 

girls who received Platinum Distinctions: 

• Tessa Wright - Primary Modern/jazz - 90% 

• Amy Wright - Primary Modern/jazz – 90% 

• Angela Shi – Primary Modern/jazz – 95% 

and Primary Classical Ballet - 95% 

• Hannah Powers – Primary Modern/jazz - 

95% and Primary Classical Ballet – 92% 

• Sijia Na – Primary Modern/jazz – 92% 

• Abbie Oliver – Primary Classical Ballet – 

95% and Primary Modern/jazz – 95%. 

 

Also a special mention to Charlotte Hodgson and 

Charlotte Chappell who were both awarded 

Distinction for grade five Modern/jazz. 

 

The marks from the session taken on 16th of July 

are considerably higher than those taken on the 

23rd July.  This is very difficult to explain because 

I feel that the standard over both sessions was in 

fact fairly equal.  However, there were different 

examiners at each session and I think that on this 

occasion we have to accept that one simply 

marked much harder than the other. 

 

It is important that the students try to learn from 

any criticism that the examiner may have given 

them and then look forward to and focus on 

improving their technique and learning the new 

steps and routines in their next grade. 

 

The Dracula Rock Show 

There was lots of fun had by all at the Stageforce 

Workshops in August.  The children were all 

enthusiastic, committed, and conscientious about 

learning, what proved to be, an extremely 

challenging script! 

 

Most of our previous 

Stageforce 

productions have 

been by Craig Hawes 

and I personally felt 

that The Dracula 

Rock Show, by 

Malcolm Sircom, 

lacked the humour, 

sparkle, and 

wonderfully musical 

songs that the 

children can easily relate to. 

 

However, despite the challenges, both groups 

pulled off highly commendable performances of 

The Dracula Rock Show at The Fieldgate Centre, 

Kingsclere and at The Sports Centre, Basingstoke. 

 

Our next Stageforce workshop is at Basingstoke 

Sports Centre 11th – 15th April 2011.  We will 

be repeating one of our most popular productions 

‘Zoom’ by Craig Hawes, which is based upon The 

Tortoise and the Hare.  It is a sparkling musical 

comedy which retells the famous fable in an 

unusual way. 

 

Harvey Hare, 

wealthy business 

tycoon, is running 

for mayor of 

Evergreen Valley, 

but his methods 

are rather 

underhand.  

When his small, 

shell shuffling 

employee Toby 

Tortoise discovers 

the truth, he 

challenges Harvey 

and the stage is 

set for the race of 

all time. 

 

It is a race between fast and slow, big and small, 

right and wrong…but who will win in the end? 

 

With outstanding songs and show stopping chorus 

numbers, this production is guaranteed to be a hit 

with everyone! 

 

For further information and to enrol, please go to 

www.lyndendance.co.uk and click on Stageforce. 

 

Whitchurch 

Charlotte and I are both excited to be opening our 

new branch in Whitchurch on Friday 10th 

September.  If you know anyone who may be 

interested in joining us in Whitchurch, please 

encourage them to come along to our open day on 

Friday 3rd September at the Gill Nethercott Centre 

from 16:00 until 18:15.  Charlotte is organising 

this event, which will include demonstration 

performances, and she will be inviting the selected 

individual dancers shortly.  There has already 

been some interest shown and we are very much 

looking forward to welcoming all of the potential 

new students to our school. 
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Medal Tests 

Just to remind you that our next Medal Test will 

be on Wednesday 27th October at Basingstoke 

Sports Centre.  Information and invoices will be 

sent to all parents of the students taking part.  

Please also remember that because the entry fees 

have to be sent to the dance association in 

advance, students will not be entered for the 

medal test if their payment is not received by 20th 

September. 

 

There are spaces available in the Medal classes on 

Fridays in Overton or on Saturdays at Basingstoke 

Sports Centre and any of our students would be 

welcome to join them. 

 

The Medal classes are a fantastic way to gain 

stage experience and confidence and offer the 

students a great opportunity to dress up in 

costumes, show their family and friends what they 

can do, gain constructive advice from a 

professional examiner and be rewarded with a 

medal and certificate 

for their achievement. 

 

If there are any 

students interested in 

starting the medal 

classes please let me 

know as soon as 

possible, and please 

feel free to come 

along to watch the 

medal test on 27th 

October.  We do ask 

all spectators to 

respect the fact that 

the students will be performing under examination 

conditions and it is unhelpful to have very young 

children in the audience.  Please be aware that 

there is an admission charge of £2.50 for 

spectators, payable to The Sports Centre on the 

day. 

 

Term Fees & Invoices 

We are distributing the invoices for next term by 

e-mail wherever possible.  If you have not given 

us an e-mail address please register online now on 

a Lynden enrolment form – Please follow the link 

from the home page of our web site 

www.lyndendance.co.uk.  

 

This term we have introduced Sibling discounts on 

class fees of 15% if two or more siblings take 4 

weekly classes or if 3 siblings take 3 or more 

weekly classes. 

 

There are still a number of outstanding costume 

invoices, which were also issued on e-mail.  It 

would be helpful to have these paid as soon as 

possible, preferably via PayPal 

 

Danceforce 2011 - The Anvil, Basingstoke 

2nd & 3rd July 

Danceforce is 

the highlight of 

the Lynden 

School of 

Dance’s 

calendar, taking 

place only once 

every two 

years.  It is a great opportunity for all students to 

perform and show their parents what they have 

been working so hard for and a tremendous 

opportunity for them to gain confidence and self 

esteem, learn to work as a team and forge new 

friendships with other students.  All of the children 

are greatly inspired when they see the older 

students perform and come away with a much 

better understanding of the need to practise and 

work hard in their weekly classes. 

 

There will be lots of information regarding 

Danceforce 2011 available very soon.  Please 

check the web site regularly to keep updated. 

 

To ensure your child’s place in the Danceforce 

2011 show, please remember to sign up and make 

your £25 deposit payment online at 

www.lyndendance.co.uk.  Places are strictly 

limited and will be on a first come first served 

basis.  Places can be booked from Monday 20th 

September.  All dancers are invited to take part 

regardless of age or ability.  

 

Please note that depending on numbers, the 

number of performances that the pre-school 

children take part in may be limited –other 

dancers must participate in all three 

performances. 
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London Shows 

The Lynden 

School of Dance 

and the Dance 

Academy are 

hoping to be 

taking two groups 

of students to 

London’s West 

End to perform at 

two of the most 

famous theatres 

in the world; 

Sadler’s Wells 

(right) and Her 

Majesty’s (below).  

This is a 

wonderful 

opportunity for 

the students to 

experience, first hand, working and performing in 

a professional environment and leave with magical 

memories that will last a lifetime. 

 

To qualify for a 

place, students 

must be at least 6 

years old, be at a 

minimum of a 

Primary standard in 

Ballet, Tap and 

Modern/jazz and 

must also be cast 

members of 

Danceforce 2011.  

The places are 

limited to a maximum of 32 for each venue and 

will be allocated on a first come first served basis.  

 

Further information will be available on the web 

site soon! 

 

A Concert for Emma 

 

Thank you to all of the performers, parents, 

friends and audience who supported ‘A Concert for 

Emma’.  It was a great success and raised an 

impressive £960.00 towards Emma’s funds!  

 

I am extremely happy and relieved to report that 

Emma had her operation on 11th August.  She 

spent five days in the St. Louis Children’s Hospital, 

US, and will have daily physical therapy there until 

early 

September.  

Emma is 

recovering 

well and her 

doctor is 

confident 

that the 

SDR will 

significantly 

improve her 

quality of 

life, and he 

actually said that he thinks she will achieve 

independent 

walking, with 

no devices 

within the 

household.  

That would be 

fantastic!!!! 

(With or 

without the 

pink toe 

nails!!) 

 

Emma’s 

parents, 

Angela and 

Scott, are 

maintaining a 

daily blog 

about Emma’s 

SDR journey.  To follow the blog follow the link 

from our web site. 

 

Further Charity Shows at Fieldgate 

After ‘A Concert for Emma’ many parents and 

members of the audience commented to me on 

how nice it was for the children to perform locally.  

In view of this I am considering the possibility of a 

charity show at The Fieldgate Centre, Kingsclere, 

becoming an annual event.  I would be especially 

interested in supporting local charities, so if you 

have any suggestions please let me know via the 

contact page on our web site. 
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Hi I’m Charlotte 

I’ve recently joined Debbie as a Student Teacher 

at The Lynden School of Dance and Sports Centre 

Dance Academy and some of you may already 

know me from classes at Overton and Kingsclere. 

I started dancing 

as a hobby with 

Lynden when I was 

seven years old 

and quickly grew 

to love dancing 

and performing.  

Over the years I 

have progressed 

through grades 

and passed 

examinations in 

Modern, Tap and 

Ballet and have 

performed in numerous shows at The Anvil, The 

Haymarket and various London theatres (including 

The Royal Albert Hall – which was quite an 

experience!!).  In September 2007 I attended 

Queen Mary’s College, Basingstoke where I 

studied dance and performing arts.  I have always 

enjoyed working with children and have helped 

Debbie for a number of years with Stageforce 

Workshops and on completion of my ‘A’ levels I 

decided that I would like to be involved in 

teaching children to dance and perform. 

I am aiming to bring new ideas and choreography 

to the dance school in conjunction with Debbie’s 

experience.  We are already working on a number 

of ways of expanding Lynden to different areas 

and offering more variety of classes. 

I hope that I can make my classes as challenging 

and enjoyable as I have found mine over the 

years and encourage students to progress and 

improve their dance abilities whilst having fun. 

Looking forward 

Over the last few years the school has grown 

considerably and with even more to offer in the 

way of classes, performances, exams, medal 

tests, competitions and the Stageforce workshops.  

I have often found myself overwhelmed with 

paperwork and administration and I do not feel 

that I have 

been able to 

dedicate as 

much time as 

I’d like, to the 

things that I am 

better at such 

as, teaching, 

choreographing 

and creating 

routines, and producing our shows. 

 

It is for this reason that I am truly grateful to and 

welcome the support of Charlotte Player, who will 

be working with me teaching and coaching and 

sharing some of the administration and 

paperwork.  Also to Colin Cooper who has, for 

several months now, 

been working behind 

the scenes designing 

and updating our web 

site and supporting and 

advising me on the best 

ways to move forward 

with the school. 

 

Our web site has 

already proven to be a 

huge asset to the 

school, keeping you all 

much more informed 

about what’s going on 

and reaching a much 

wider audience of 

potential new members.  It has radically changed 

our whole administrative set up by allowing 

invoices to be paid online and ensuring that we 

collect very accurate data from everyone with 

online enrolment, which in turn increases every 

student’s welfare. 

 

Please continue to visit our web site as often as 

you can to ensure that you are always up to date 

with the current information.  In future there will 

be very little, if any, written information sent 

home with the children; almost all of the 

information will only be available on the web site 

and the key points will be displayed on the notice 

boards.  

 

I would be most grateful if as many parents as 

possible would pay their invoices online as it 

makes our administration so much easier and 

reduces the risk of cash payments going astray or 

being unrecorded. 

 

With so many wonderful events to look forward to 

this coming year, with the help of Charlotte and 

Colin, I am confident that the school will thrive 

and continue to benefit and help develop each and 

every student. 

 

Debbie Palmer 
Principal 
Lynden School of Dance 
 

Tel: 01635 297537 
e-Mail: lyndendance@aol.com  
Visit us at www.lyndendance.co.uk 


