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Medal Tests 
Our next medal 

test is this 

Wednesday 27th 

October at 

Basingstoke 

Sports Centre.  It 

is an all day event 

commencing at 

10.30am and 

finishing at 

approximately 

3.30pm 

 

The Medal Test is 

a performance-

based award 

system offered by The British Theatre Dance 

Association (BTDA) which is an 

internationally recognised organisation and 

accredited by the Council for Dance 

Education and Training (CDET). 

 

Candidates perform in front of a BTDA dance 

examiner and a small audience of family and 

friends and, if they are successful, they 

receive their award, certificate and, in all 

cases, a report sheet with comments from 

the examiner.  There are 15 levels for a 

candidate to progress through, starting with 

a bronze medal all the way to a third cup, 

with different graded levels of merit for each 
award.  The medal tests are an excellent way 

to gain stage experience, confidence and 
performance skills. 

 

The dancers 

taking part in 

the medal tests 

this time are 

aged 6-14 

years and will 

be performing a 

variety of 

routines in tap, 

modern/jazz, 

lyrical and song 

and dance as 

solos, duets and 

trios. 

 

In our last 

medal test in 

February the dancers all achieved excellent 

results and have set themselves a very high 

standard to match, achieving a centre score 

of 100%! This time most of the dancers will 

be taking higher level medals so high marks 

will be even more difficult to achieve.  

However, they have all been working very 

hard since the last medal test and we wish 

them all the very best for another successful 

day.  We would especially like to wish Caitlin 

Fiddler lots of luck as she will be performing 

a modern/jazz solo for the very first time! 

 

Please try to come along and support our 

dancers on the day, all spectators will be 

most welcome.  It is not necessary to stay 

for the whole session but even if you are able 

to come along for an hour or so, the dancers 

will really appreciate your support. 

 

To avoid distracting the dancers, other 

members of the audience, or the examiner, 

spectators will not be permitted to enter the 

hall when a child is performing or if the 

examiner is speaking.  All spectators will be 

charged an admission fee of £2.50 and 

issued with a sticker to identify that they 

have already paid if they exit and then re-

enter the hall 

at a later 

time. 

 

Because these 

are a set of 

performance 

examinations 

and not a 

show, to avoid 

distracting the 

dancers or the 

examiner, it is 

vital that any 

small children 

in the 

audience are 

very quiet and 

under control at all times.  Parents will be 

asked to take their children out of the hall if 

they become noisy or distracting - It's 

probably best to avoid bringing children 

under the age of three years if it is at all 

possible.  
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December Exams 
 

By now all parents of the children taking 

exams in December should have received 

notification and an invoice for the 

examination fees.  Wherever possible, this 

will have been sent via email.  However, 

there are still a number of students who have 

still not re-registered their details with us 

online and provided us with an email 

address.  As almost all of our correspondence 

is now via email, we strongly urge parents to 

re-register as soon as possible to avoid the 

possibility of missing out on very important 

information. 

 

Please remember that there is a very strict 

uniform code for all of the dance 

examinations; please refer to our website for 

further details.  I would also like to remind 

parents that candidates will lose marks if 

they are wearing jewellery (including 

earrings). 

 

Sadler’s Wells 20th April 2011 
 

Congratulations 

to all of the 

students who 

managed to 

secure a place 

for our 

performance at 

Sadler’s Wells.  

Numbers for the 

performance are 

limited in a 

couple of ways.  

Firstly, we have 

the practical 

consideration of 

the number of students we can take on a 

single coach (with chaperones and Lynden 

staff) and secondly, the routines created and 

learned will also be performed on the stage 

at the Anvil Theatre which is limited in size. 

 

The students from The Lynden School of 

Dance and The Dance Academy will be 

performing at one of the most prestigious 

theatres in the world, Sadler’s Wells, on 

Wednesday 20th April 2011. 

 

Sadler’s Wells Theatre has a rich history in 

the performing arts that can be dated back to 

as early as 1683 and has become world 

renowned as “the home of dance”.  It was 

completely rebuilt and refurbished in 1996 to 

make it the most technically advanced venue 

in the United Kingdom. 

 

Rehearsals for the event commence on 

Wednesday 5th January until Wednesday 

13th April. 

 

Further opportunities for our students: 

 

Unfortunately we were unable to offer every 

student who wanted to take part a place for 

this performance, however, we are hoping 

that there may be other opportunities for our 

dancers to perform in the West End later 

next year and priority will be given to those 

who were unsuccessful this time. 

 

Audience Tickets: 

 

Further information regarding audience 

tickets will be available soon and if there is 

enough interest, transport will be provided 

for those that want to support the dancers. 
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Danceforce 2011 
 

Thank you to all of you who have already 

signed up for Danceforce 2011 at The Anvil, 

Basingstoke – 2nd & 3rd July. 

 

There are still places available and we would 

like to encourage as many students as 

possible to take part.  Danceforce is the 

highlight of our calendar, taking place only 

once every two years. 

 

Danceforce is open to students of all ages 

and abilities.  It is a great opportunity for all 

students to perform and show their family 

and friends what they have been working so 

hard towards and a tremendous opportunity 

for them to gain confidence and self esteem, 

learn to work as a team and forge new 

friendships with other students. 

 

Rehearsals for Danceforce will commence in 

January. 

 

Danceforce and Pre-school 

students 
 

Parents of the children in our youngest 

classes (daytime pre-school classes at The 

Sports Centre, 4.30pm class in Kingsclere, or 

4pm class in Overton) sometimes have 

concerns that their child may not be able to 

cope with such a demanding schedule. 

 

Much consideration is given to this age group 

to ensure that they are not unnecessarily 

taxed.  For example they arrive later than 

older children, their performance is always in 

the first half of 

the show and 

they may leave at 

the interval on 

the performance 

days.  Any extra 

rehearsals are 

always kept to 

the barest 

minimum. 

 

We take great 

care to ensure 

that their 

chaperones are 

suitable and 

experienced in 

looking after this age group to ensure that 

they are happy and entertained for the 

duration of their stay at the theatre. 

 

Naturally, they do get tired but the fun and 

excitement of the day always seems to keep 

them going.  The ‘little ones’ are always one 

of the main highlights of the show and we 

are hoping that as many as possible will be 

permitted to take part. 

 

If you have any other concerns or questions, 

please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
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Disneyland, Paris 
 

We are 

considering 

taking a group 

of dancers to 

perform in 

Disneyland, 

Paris in the 

summer of 

2012.  At this 

stage this really is only a possibility.  For it to 

become a reality, I would appreciate 

comments from parents and students as to 

whether it is something that they would be 

interested in.  Please email your comments 

to lyndendance@aol.com. 

 

You will find further information about this 

event here: 

 

http://www.mardigrasdance.com/mg-p-

DisneylandParis.htm.  

 

 

 

Second Hand Dance Uniform, 

Costumes & Shoes 
 

If you need any dance 

uniform, shoes or costumes 

or have any that you’d like to 

sell, a very good place to look 

or advertise is on our 

Message Board on our 

website.  You will find the 

Message board on the 

drop down menu on the 

Home Page.  Please 

remember to email us if 

your item is sold.  
 

 

Christmas Party 

 
Dance Academy students of 

all ages are invited to the 

Christmas Party at 

Basingstoke Sports Centre on 

Saturday 18th December 

10.30am – 12.30pm. 

 

All Lynden Students from Kingsclere, Overton 

& Whitchurch are invited to a party at The 

Fieldgate Centre, Kingsclere 

on Monday 20th December 

4.30 – 6.30pm. 

 

Please bring a plate of party 

food to share e.g. Plate of 

sandwiches, crisps, cakes or 

sausage rolls. 

 

 

Debbie Palmer 
Principal 
Lynden School of Dance 
 
Tel: 01635 297537 
e-Mail: lyndendance@aol.com  
Visit us at www.lyndendance.co.uk 

 


